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History of Musical Instruments

Sarita Banik (Visiting Lecturer)

Music occupies a special position in all human societies. of the worldi.:
The emérgence of music has given development of various types O
musical instruments. Though the language and vocal music might have
come later but the construction of musical instruments evidently dates
with the earliest inventions which suggested themselves .to human
ingenuity wood, metal and the hide of animals are the important
substances used in the construction of musical instruments. But it is
important to be noted that musical instruments are not unfrequently
formed in the shape of certain animals. In tropical countries, bamboo
or some similar kind of cane and gourds are especially made use of
for this purpose. The ingenuity of man has contrived to employ in
producing music, horn, bone, glass pottery, slabs of sonorous stone -
infact, almost all vibrating matter.

Several musical instruments are remarkable on account of their
elegant shape and tasteful ornamentation. The mode in which
individual countries or tribes are in the habit of embellishing their
musical instruments is smetimes as characteristic as it is singular. An
arrangement of the various kinds of musical instruments in a regular
order, beginning with that kind which is the most universally known
and progressing gradually to the least usual gives the following resu
Its. Instruments of percussion of indefinite sonorousness or, in other
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words, pulsatile instruments which have not a sound of a fixed pitch,
as the drum, rattle, castanets etc. are most universal. Wind instruments

of the flute kind, — including pipes, whistles, flutes, Pandean pipes
€tc. are also to be found almsot everywhere.

An investigation of the musical instruments of various nations may
derl\.'e valuable hints for the improvement of the present; or even for
Fhe invention of new. Various museums have collected musical
instruments for display and research. The collection at south
Kensington, in U.K. Contains several foreign instruments which cannot
fail to prove interesting to the musician. Recent investigations have
more and more elicited the fact that the music of every nation exhibits
some distinctive characteristics which may afford valuable hints to a
composer or performer.

A collection of musical instruments deserves the attention of the
ethnologist as much as of the musician. A complete account of the
musical instruments from the earliest time known to us would require
much more space. The musical instruments of Ancient Assyrians and
Hebrews, Greeks and Romans, China, Persia and Arabia, Mediaeval
Europe reveal the development of music of all the nations of the world.

As far as our contry India is concerned, Indian Musical instruments
have a long history and there are wide variety of musical instruments.
In India, Music was not only among the amusements. It was part of
religious ceremonies and rituals. Samveda is one of the four vedas
and in Samveda we find the detailed deseription of music and skill of
music making. There were professional musicians in India for last
6000 years, and a great variety of musical instruments invented and
developed in Indian. The great God that is Brahma - the creator, Vishnu
- the protector and Mahesh the destroyer, keep one or the another
musical instrument in their hands. Vishnu keeps conch, carliest natural
wind instrument and Mahesh-Shiva keeps Damroo - a small drum i.n
his hand. Narad the saint of all saints always keeps a veena in' his
hand and always on move from place to palce conveying religious
message.

It is believed that Narada was the inventor of Veena. Veena was the
principal musical instrument of India. Goddess Saraswati, the Godde§s
of knowledge and fine arts carrys the veena in her ha.nd. Veena 18
undoubtedly the most important musical instrument. It is one of the
oldest classical musical instrument. It has vaﬁer of forms. Ravan§tl:;
was one of the earliest stringed instruments. Sitar is another music

instrument. It is believed that sitar was invented by Amir Khusru. It 1S
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the l.nost ‘iml‘ﬁmf‘.“.‘ "‘:\‘“'l”\‘jt‘fll .&?l' Nm'th‘crn [ndia and is used for playing
musical cOMPOSItions. Veena is used for playing Raga Alapana and it
is considerately easier to master sitar than the v;cna. Sarangit l‘(i‘nn(' l
Flute etc. are the musical instruments which occupy the i’mportt:lnl;
positions in India. . ‘

In Manuscripts, as well as in sculptures and paintings, we find several
representations of Musical instruments of the middle ages. There are
some early monuments of chirstian art dating from the fourth century
in which the lyre is represented. In one of the them Christ is depicted
as Apollo touching the lyre. Cithara was a name applied to several
stringed instruments greating varying in form, power of sound, and
compass. Rotta was one of the most interesting stringed instruments
of the middle ages. It was sounded by twanging the strings, and also
by the application of the bow.

In every nation of the world, we find different kinds of Musical
Instruments and every musical instruments of a particular nation
conveys the particular feature of a particular nation. In case of the
Musical Instruments of Greeks and Romans, it is believed that the
Greeks derived their musical system from the Egyptians. Lyre was
one of the most important Musical Instruments of the Ancient Greaks.
The Musical Instruments of the Romans are derived from the Etrucans.
The Romans adopted many new Musical Instruments from Greece,
Egypt and even from Western Asia and they did it during the time of
the republic and especially sub-sequently under the reign of the
€mperors. But it is important to be noted that the only natioins which
introduced eastern instruments into Europe. In case of the Musical
Instruments of china, we find that the chinese consider the you
especially valuable for musical purpose, because it always remains
€xactly the same pitch. The ancient chinese had several kinds of bells,
fl""(lllently arranged in sets so as to constitute a musical scale.
ReSPeCting the orchestras or musical bands, represented on monuments
of the middle ages, there can hardly be a doubt that the artists who
Sculptured them were not unfrequently led by their imagination rather
fhan by an adherence to actual fact. Thus, we find that Music play§ an
Important role in the development of human society and civilization.
But without Musical Instruments, we cannot attain much entertailnment
fmm Music. It may be in the most primitive stage of c.ievelopn.lent or
I an ultra-modern stage, the Music has its own esential functions in
all societies and it is important to be noted that musical Inst.rument
Plays the most essential role in forming various kinds of Music.
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